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Historical scholarship now conceives empire as 
a webbed uneven field of power relations and a 
multispecies enterprise. In other words, the anxious and 
breathless struggle of European imperialism to sustain 
itself subjected human, plant, animal, and insect bodies 
to its ambition to govern through logics of colonial 
difference. This paper argues that the cannabis plant 
in South Asia, in the nineteenth century, while being 
a subject of British revenue systems transformed into 
a race-d and gendered mode of explaining anticolonial 
insurgency.
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