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Inspired by his ethnographic work with queer of
color users of the platform Tumblr and using the
Tumblr presence of Filipinx transfeminine visual
and performance artist Mark Aguhar as a recurring
touchstone, this work-in-progress talk’s provocation
is that the assumptive ways in which a social media
platform “should” be designed—singular identity,
linear text exchanges, direct messaging, traversable
connections, and more—in fact instantiate a model of
“Man” that can be traced back to the epistemological
violences of European colonialism.
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