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This talk will explore what it means for people from Mustang, Nepal, including those who have 
migrated to New York, to care for each other, steward a homeland across time and space, remake home 
elsewhere, and confront distinct forms of happiness and suffering through these movements. Craig 
recruits the Himalayan/Tibetan concept of khora—the embodied act of circumambulation as well as 
a Buddhist philosophical principle that reflects the nature of desire, interdependence, and cyclic 
existence—to theorize cycles of mobility and patterns of world-making between Nepal and New York. 
She will interrogate the ways in which migration impacts the bodies and heart-minds of individuals and 
households as well as how shifts in physical geographies reflect and are shaped by understandings of 
sacred geography that give meaning to land and lineage, up close and from a distance. 
Sienna Craig is Associate Professor of Anthropology at Dartmouth College. Her publications include 
Healing Elements: Efficacy and the Social Ecologies of Tibetan Medicine; Horses Like Lightning: A Story of Passage 
through the Himalaya; Mustang in Black and White, a collaboration with photographer Kevin Bubriski; and 
a forthcoming monograph, The Ends of Kinship: Himalayan Communities between Nepal and New York.  
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