UC SANTA BARBARA

Social Sciences

DEAN’S LECTURE SERIES

Healing the Web of Life:
Autonomous Transition Design as Political-Ontological Praxis

Arturo Escobar

Practitioner-in-Residence, UC Santa Barbara
Kenan Distinguished Professor of
Anthropology Emeritus, UNC

Thursday, March 7, 2019 3:30 PM
6020 HSSB, McCune Conference Room

RECEPTION TO FOLLOW

In the face of deepening social and ecological crises, design is emerging as a vital
domain of praxis that engages these crises by imagining and organizing alternative life
worlds. This confers upon design/ing an ineluctable ontological-political dimension.
This lecture outlines the constructive reorientation of design as a praxis meant to heal
the web of life, and describes the early stages of application of what we are calling
“autonomous transition design” in the Cauca River Valley in Southwest Colombia.
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