
In the US, media policy is designed to protect a host of 
cultural values, particularly those promoting the public 
interest and freedom of expression. This talk will explore 
how these values and their attendant “social securities” 
have been actively sabotaged by the regulators charged 
with preserving them, threatening everything from our 
individual privacy to democracy itself. In such a dire 
landscape, the humanities offer much needed direction 
toward reclaiming a brighter future. A reception will follow.
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Jennifer Holt is Associate Professor of Film and Media 
Studies. She is the author of Empires of Entertainment and 
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Director of the Carsey-Wolf Center’s Media Industries 
Project and a Fellow at the Center for Democracy & 
Technology in Washington, D.C.
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Social Insecurities: 
Media Policy and the Fight for Digital Liberties


