
The Herman P. and Sophia Taubman Foundation
Endowed Symposia in Jewish Studies at UCSB

UCSB Arts & Lectures

The Muslim Scare in Europe -
Hysteria or Threat?

8:00 p.m. / Tuesday, May 11 / Free
UCSB Campbell Hall

Award-winning author and journalist Ian 
Buruma will discuss the debates about 
Muslim radicalism and immigration. Is 
the danger posed by Muslim immigrants 
real? If it is exaggerated, then why the 
general hysteria? Buruma will address these 
questions and others raised in his new book, 
Taming the Gods, a sharp-eyed look at the 
tensions between religion and politics.

Buruma has also authored Anglomania, 
Inventing Japan, and Murder in Amsterdam: 
Liberal Europe, Islam, and the Limits of 
Tolerance, which won a Los Angeles Times 
Book Award. Courtesy of Borders, copies 
of Taming the Gods will be available for 
purchase and signing at this event.

An Evening with
Anita Diamant

The Herman P. and Sophia Taubman Foundation 
Endowed Symposia in Jewish Studies at UCSB

For assistance in accommodating a disability, please call 893-2317.

Thursday, November 12 / 8:00 p.m. / Free

UCSB Campbell Hall

The Red Tent, 
based on the Biblical story of Dinah, won 

the 2001 Book Sense Book of the Year and 

became a national bestseller, published in 

25 countries and 20 languages. Her latest 

book, Day After Night, returns to the land 

of The Red Tent to tell stories of women 

who survived the Holocaust and await 

the future in a British internment camp. 

Set in Palestine in the 1940s, it is a novel 

about loss, hope and courage before the 

founding of the state of Israel. An award-

winning journalist and the author of six 

life, Diamant will discuss her recent work.  

Courtesy of Borders, copies of her books 

will be available for purchase and signing 

at this event.

Studies at UC Santa Barbara, a program of the Interdisciplinary Humanities Center, 

is cosponsored by UCSB Arts & Lectures, Department of Religious Studies, 

Santa Barbara Hillel. This event is also cosponsored  by  the Community 

Shul of Montecito and Santa Barbara.

For assistance in accommodating a disability, please call 893-2317.

Ian Buruma

The Herman P. and Sophia Taubman Foundation Endowed Symposia in 
Jewish Studies at UC Santa Barbara, a program of the Interdisciplinary 
Humanities Center, is cosponsored by UCSB Arts & Lectures, Department of 
Religious Studies, Congregation B’nai B’rith, Jewish Federation of Greater 
Santa Barbara, and Santa Barbara Hillel. This event is also cosponsored by 
UCSB Center for Middle East Studies.

Biblical Women and Gender Constructions: 
Ancient and Contemporary Perspectives on Women in the Bible

Thursday, March 8 / 7:30 p.m. / Free
Santa Barbara Hillel

781 Embarcadero Del Mar, Isla Vista

Rabbi Prof. Dr. Tamara Cohn Eskenazi is The Effie Wise Ochs Professor 

of Biblical Literature and History at Hebrew Union College-Jewish 

Institute of Religion in Los Angeles. She is the first woman appointed 

as professor to the rabbinical faculty since the founding of Hebrew 

Union College in 1875.  At Hebrew Union College, Dr. Eskenazi trains 

rabbis, Educators, and Jewish Communal Service professionals, as well 

as graduate students in Judaic Studies.

Dr. Eskenazi is an award-winning editor, author, and biblical scholar.  

She is the Chief Editor of The Torah: A Women’s Commentary, the winner 

(with Dr. Andrea Weiss) of the 2008 Jewish Book of the Year Award. 

This unique 1400 page book includes contributions from hundreds of 

women scholars, clergy and poets. Its purpose is to bring the voices and 

visions of women to the interpretation of the Bible in the 21st century.  

She is also the author of JPS Bible Commentary on Ruth (with Tikvah 

Frymer-Kensky, 2012), which won the National Jewish Book Award for 

“Women Studies.”

The Herman P. and Sophia Taubman Foundation Endowed Symposia in Jewish Studies at UC Santa Barbara, a program 
of the Interdisciplinary Humanities Center, is cosponsored by UCSB Department of Religious Studies, Congregation B’nai 
B’rith, Jewish Federation of Greater Santa Barbara, and Santa Barbara Hillel.

For assistance in accommodating a disability, please call (805) 893-2317.

Tamara Cohn Eskenazi, Ph.D.
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