


Dear UCSB Community,

This year, the IHC will devote its annual public events series to
one of the most exciting interdisciplinary fields: brain and mind
studies. The 2015-16 program, The Humanities and the Brain,
will feature innovative scholars, researchers and artists who are
working at the interface of science and the humanities. The
series will include film screenings, video artist presentations,
and a culminating two-day conference. It will present research
in fields such as neuroesthetics and neuroethics, through
perspectives deriving from the humanities and fine arts, and will explore topics ranging
from creative inspiration, decision-making, and religious self-transcendence, to memory
and forgetting, aging, Traumatic Brain Injury and autism.

IHC welcomes the opportunity to collaborate on some of these events with UCSB’s Sage
Center for the Study of the Mind, the Carsey-Wolf Center, the Center for Spatial Studies,
and the English Department’s Literature and the Mind Program. Please join us for our
the inaugural lecture in The Humanities and the Brain series on Thursday, October 15,
when Professor Ann Taves of the Religious Studies Department will speak on the topic of
“Ecstasy: Linking the Humanities and the Brain.”

As we launch this exciting new year of public programming, | want to remind you that
you can access video and audio recordings of the events from previous series, including
our 2014-15 series The Anthropocene: Views from the Humanities, on the IHC website at
www.ihc.ucsb.edu/anthropocene.

Please allow me to call your attention as well to a pilot program that the IHC offered
in June of this year, one that we hope will become an annual event: the UC Veterans
Summer Writing Workshop. Twenty-three UC student veterans, representing all ten
campuses of the University of California, came to UCSB spent five days producing creative
nonfiction about their military experiences. The Workshop was supported by grants
from the UC Office of the President and from the provosts, deans and humanities centers
throughout the University of California. We are now seeking funding to support future
summer workshops. We invite you to visit our website to learn more about the program
(www.ihc.ucsb.edu/uc-vww). To make a donation to support the 2016 UC Veterans
Summer Writing Workshop visit: www.ihc.ucsb.edu/donate.

This fall, we are welcoming a new member to our staff; Rick Benjamin will assume the
newly created position of IHC Associate Director for Community Engagement. Rick
is currently the State Poet of Rhode Island, and he brings to the IHC his extensive
experience in designing and teaching community-engaged creative writing programs. Rick
has taught at Brown University, at the Rhode Island School of Design, at Goddard College,
and in many schools, community centers and assisted-living centers. Under Rick’s
stewardship, the IHC looks forward to developing new community-engaged humanities
and arts initiatives for the campus.

Susan Derwin
Director, Interdisciplinary Humanities Center, UC Santa Barbara



ABOUT THE SERIES:

Seat of consciousness and the unconscious; motor
of knowledge, memory, judgment and problem-
solving; locus of language and creativity; regulator of
movement and emotion; processor of sense perception
— the brain reigns sovereign over human cognition and

sentience.

The Interdisciplinary Humanities Center’s 2015-
16 public events series “The Humanities and the
Brain” will explore the workings of the brain from
perspectives deriving from the humanities and fine
arts, as well as from newer interdisciplinary fields such
as neuroesthetics and neuroethics. The program will
bring humanists and neuroscientists into dialogue to
consider diverse analyses and representations of this

most elusive organ.
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SELECTED EVENTS
2015-16:

INAUGURAL LECTURE: Ecstasy
Ann Taves (Religious Studies, UCSB)
Thursday, October 15/ 4:00 PM

TALK: Conditions of the Brain:
Meaning, Metaphor, and
Mechanism in lllness and
Healing

Rebecca Seligman (Anthropology,
Northwestern University)
Thursday, October 22 / 4:00 PM

SCREENING: Marwencol (2010, 83 min.)
Q&A with director Jeff Malmberg
Wednesday, November 4 / 7:00 PM
UCSB Pollock Theater

The screening is free, but tickets are |

required. Visit this page for reservations:
www.carseywolf.ucsb.edu/pollock
Cosponsored by the Carsey-Wolf Center.

TALK: Nature Spends the Past Few
Million Years Experimenting with a
Prosocial Brain

Kenneth Kosik (Molecular, Cellular,
and Developmental Biology, UCSB)
Thursday, November 12 / 4:00 PM

TALK: The Neuroscience of
Aesthetics and Art
Anjan Chatterjee (Neuroscience,

University of Pennsylvania)
Thursday, November 19 / 4:00 PM

TALK: Seth Horowitz (The Listening
Program)
Thursday, January 14 / 4:00 PM

TALK: Agustin Fuentes
(Anthropology, Notre Dame)
Thursday, January 21 / 4:00 PM

SCREENING: Still Alice (2014, 101 min.)
Wednesday, January 27 / 7:00 PM
UCSB Pollock Theater

Admission $10 general / $5 students
For tickets, visit:

www.carseywolf.ucsb.edu/pollock
Cosponsored by the Carsey-Wolf Center and

IHC's U, -Santa Barbara Health Medi

TALK: Gesa Kirsch (English, B'etley
University, IHC Visiting Scholar)
Thursday, February 4 / 4:00 PM

TALK: John D. Dunne (Religion,
Emory University) /
Thursday, February 18 / 4:00 PM i

TALK: Your Brain, My Mind:
Memory, Language and Perception
in Artists’ Video

Laurel Beckman (Art, UCSB)
Maya Gurantz (Visiting Lecture
UCSB)

Thursday, February 25/ 4:0

SYMPOSIUM: Cognition,
Phenomenology, Play
Jaak Panksepp (Integrative
Physiology and Neuroscience
Washington State University)
Kay Young (English, UCSB)

Thursday, April 7 / 3:00 PM

Cosponsored by the English Departme
Modern Center and the English Departi
Literature and the Mind SpeC|a||zat|on .

TALK: ”Rep se
Brain”: Neuro. Discourse
and the Humanities [ 4
Deborah Jenson (Romance Studie
Global Health, Duke ‘lﬂ‘versity) ‘
Thursday, April 21

ons in the

TALK: The Physiology and P
of Emotion Metaphors
Laura Otis (English, Emory -
University)

Thursday, April 28 /

CONFERENCE: T
and the Brain
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RESEARCH FOCUS GROUPS
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The IHC is sponsoring the twelve Research Focus Groups for the 2015-16 academic year. The IHC Research Focus Groups bring together faculty

and graduate students with shared research interests from different fields and departments to foster the development of interdisciplinary research

agendas. The RFGs meet to present work in progress, read and discuss texts and current scholarship, and plan and implement common research

projects. For more information, and to find contact information for the following groups, visit http://www.ihc.ucsb.edu/research/rfg.html.

THE FOLLOWING RESEARCH FOCUS GROUPS ARE

RETURNING TO THE IHC THIS YEAR:

AFRICAN STUDIES RFG
Conveners:

Peter Bloom, Film and Media Studies
Stephan Miescher, History

AMERICAN INDIAN AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES RFG
Conveners:

Margaret McMurtrey, Religious Studies

Ann Plane, History

ANCIENT BORDERLANDS RFG
Conveners:

Christine Thomas, Religious Studies
John W.I. Lee, History

IDENTITY RFG

Conveners:

Cynthia Kaplan, Political Science
Adrienne Edgar, History

LANGUAGE, INTERACTION AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION

Conveners:

Melissa Curtin, Linguistics
Gene Lerner, Sociology
Mary Bucholtz, Linguistics

NEW SEXUALITIES RFG
Conveners:

Paul Amar, Law and Society

Mireille Miller-Young, Feminist Studies
Jennifer Tyburczy, Feminist Studies

REINVENTING JAPAN RFG

Conveners:

ann-elise lewallen, East Asian Languages and Cultural Studies
Luke Roberts, History

SOUTH ASIAN RELIGIONS AND CULTURES RFG
Conveners:

Barbara Holdrege, Religious Studies

Bhaskar Sarkar, Film and Media Studies

FOR THIS YEAR, THE IHC WELCOMES FOUR NEW
RESEARCH FOCUS GROUPS:

ARCHITECTURE AND THE MIND RFG

Conveners:

Volker M. Welter, History of Art & Architecture

Mary Hegarty, Psychological & Brain Sciences

Dan Montello, Geography

The Architecture and Mind RFG offers a forum for faculty, postdocs,
and graduate students to explore and discuss issues around the design
and experience of architecture and the scientific study of human spatial
perception, cognition, and behavior. Among other issues, we consider
the contrasting nature of arts and science; the psychology of aesthetics;
and the relationship of architectural design to spatial orientation,
perceived privacy, social interaction, and other aspects of human
behavior and experience.

SLAVERY, CAPTIVITY, AND THE MEANING OF FREEDOM RFG
Conveners:

James F. Brooks, History and Anthropology

Jeannine Marie Delombard, English

Rose Maclean, Classics

The categories of “slavery” and “freedom” are as complex and elusive
as they are central to our understanding of the social, economic, and
cultural phenomena with which students of the humanities are most
deeply concerned. This RFG's initial and perhaps most invigorating
debate will address how to delineate our common object of study, a
conversation which happens most effectively across disciplinary lines.

UC-SANTA BARBARA HEALTH, MEDICINE AND CARE
WORKING GROUP (UC-SBHMCWG)

Conveners:

Zakiya Luna, Sociology

Gabriela Soto Laveaga, History

Gwen Morse, RN, Ph.D.

This RFG brings together diverse interests on campus and beyond
with a broad but common interest on health, medicine and care.
Approaches to health and medicine — such as an issue of social justice,
a human right, a component of citizenship studies, and an aspect of
gender, race, criminality, and class, to name just a few — allow us to
examine societies in flux in a novel and exciting way.

W/SHAKESPEARE RFG

Conveners:

James Kearney, English

Irwin Appel, Theater and Dance

The w/Shakespeare research focus group is dedicated to the innovative
study and performance of Shakespeare. W/Shakespeare invites
undergraduates, graduate students, and faculty from across the
humanities and the university to think with and about Shakespeare. Our
fundamental commitment is to reading and performing Shakespeare
"with” other disciplines in the humanities: not only literature and
theater, but history, art, film, philosophy, religious studies, ethics, and
political theory.



IHC FACULTY.
GRADUATE FELLO

The following individuals and groups were
IHC awards during the 2014-2015 academ
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Director

Susan Derwin

T +1 (805) 893.8538
Office: 6046A HSSB
derwin@ihc.ucsb.edu

Associate Director
Emily Zinn

T +1 (805) 893.3137
Office: 6046B HSSB
ezinn@ihc.ucsb.edu

Administrative Coordinator
Janice Strobach

T +1 (805) 893.3907

Office: 6046 HSSB
jstrobach@ihc.ucsb.edu

Director of Isla Vista Arts
Ellen Anderson

T +1 (805) 893.4809
Office: 6034 HSSB
eanderson@ihc.ucsb.edu

Director of Magic Lantern Films
DJ Palladino

djpalladino@ihc.ucsb.edu

Department Financial Assistant
Selena Sweeney

T +1 (805) 893.5541

Office: 6054 HSSB
sweeney@ihc.ucsb.edu

Interim Business Officer
Ned Nash

T +1 (805) 893.8727
Office: 6050 HSSB
ned@ihc.ucsb.edu

Program and Events
Coordinator

Cole Cohen

T +1 (805) 893.2004
Office: 6048 HSSB
cole@ihc.ucsb.edu

Senior Artist

Shelby Miller

T +1 (805) 893.4315
Office: 6038 HSSB
smiller@ihc.ucsb.edu

IMAGES: BRAIN CORAL (MODIFIED). 2015 CC

INTERDISCIPLINARY HUMANITIES CENTER
6046 HSSB. UC Santa Barbara

Santa Barbara, CA 93106-7100

T +1 (805) 893.3907

F +1 (805) 893.4336

admin@ihc.ucsb.edu

Audit &
Advisory
Services

C Koegel
Autism —]| o o
st il
Education Social
S(ign(es Pollod
27 e Media Theater

Studies

’ 5 CSA

RESTRICTED AREA.

Counseling &
Career Seryi




