
Dorothy Sue Cobble 
Rutgers University 
Paper: Intimate Labors Conference, October 4-6th, 2007, University of California, Santa Barbara 
 
Intimate Unionisms 
 
Workers servicing the bodies and emotions of others are now central to the economy.  Drawing 
on a historical analysis of the distinctive nature of collective organization among this group of 
workers, my paper will discuss how the current models of unionism must transform if they are to 
be relevant to the experience and needs of the producers and consumers of intimate labor. 


